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quite unsecured, and they clamoured for more, on
which some rice was issued; but one of the white
men, angered by the clamour for food, was heart-
less enough to throw the rice overboard as the
natives were cooking it, and the maddened creatures
rose at once and threw him over after the rice. The
other two whites and the Fijians followed; and the
savages, thus left to themselves, and wholly unable
to manage the ship, drifted helpless and starving
before the south-east trade wind for about five
weeks, accomplishing a distance of nearly 1800 miles
through a sea infested with coral reefs and full of
islands, finally passing either over a submerged part
of the Barrier Reef, or through one of its narrow
openings, to the place where the " Basilisk " found
them.

Thirteen only were then alive of the eighty natives
who had sailed from Rewa. We took these survivors
to Cardwell, thirty miles distant, which was then,
excepting Cape York, the more northerly point of
civilisation in Queensland, and there, under the
humane care of Mr. Brinsley Sheridan, the police
magistrate, they recovered strength in time, and
were afterwards taken by us to Sydney, whence
they were carried by one of H.M. ships to their
various islands in the Solomon group.

44 Discoveries in New Guinea"  (J876)
Capt J. H, MORESBY*
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